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This Stipulation of Settlement and Settlement Agreement (“Agreement” or “Stipulation”)
is made by and between plaintiffs KYLE AND MARIE STECHERT (the “Named Plaintiffs”),
on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated, and Defendants THE TRAVELERS
HOME AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC.,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY, and additional settling parties AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY INSURANCE
COMPANY, DISCOVER PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY,
FARMINGTON CASUALTY COMPANY, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE
COMPANY, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC.,
NORTHLAND CASUALTY COMPANY, NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST.
PAUL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL GUARDIAN
INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL MERCURY INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL
PROTECTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY
OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, THE CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY,
THE PHOENIX INSURANCE COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY OF AMERICA, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF
CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND
SURETY COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF
AMERICA, TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL
CASUALTY COMPANY, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION STATE INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS

PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY
INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF
AMERICA, TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED
STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY MUTUAL,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC., and FIRST
FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE COMPANY (collectively “Defendants” or
Travelers”), by and through their respective counsel, subject to the following terms and
conditions.
RECITALS
WHEREAS, the Named Plaintiffs filed a Class Action Complaint (the “Complaint”),
which is now pending in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
(the “Court”), designated as Case No. 17-CV-784 (the “Action”); and
WHEREAS, the Named Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members (as hereinafter defined)
were insured under automobile insurance policies issued by Defendants and suffered a covered
loss for Extended Transportation Expense coverage (the “Settlement Class Members’ ETE
Claims”);
WHEREAS, the Settlement Class Members’ ETE claims resulted in a covered loss as
defined by the Policies to the vehicles involved in those incidents;
WHEREAS, the Action alleges generally, that, in breach of the Policies, Defendants
improperly limited the amount of time ETE coverage was provided to a period of time less than
thirty (30) days and failed to pay the Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members (as hereinafter
defined) necessary amounts for ETE; and
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WHEREAS, the Named Plaintiffs, through counsel, while believing that the claims
asserted in the Action have substantial merit, have examined the benefits to be obtained under
the terms of the Settlement contemplated by the Stipulation (the “Settlement”), considered the
risks and delay associated with the continued prosecution and possible appeal of this Action and
the likelihood of success on the merits of the Action, and believe that, in consideration of all the
circumstances, the Settlement is fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best interests of the Named
Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members (as hereinafter defined); and
WHEREAS, Defendants believe they have numerous substantial merits and class
defenses, and further maintain they have consistently acted in accordance with governing laws at
all times and deny wrongdoing of any kind whatsoever, have, without admitting liability,
nevertheless agreed to enter into this Stipulation to avoid further expense, inconvenience and the
distraction of burdensome and protracted litigation, and to be completely free of any further
controversy with respect to the claims which were asserted or could have been asserted in the
Action;
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between the Parties, through
their respective counsel, that the Action be settled and compromised as between the Named
Plaintiffs, the Settlement Class Members (as hereinafter defined), and Defendants upon approval
of the Court after hearing as provided for in this Stipulation, on the following terms and
conditions:
I.

DEFINITIONS
In addition to the foregoing, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:
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1.

“Accidents” means the automobile accidents that Class Members or a vehicle insured

under a personal lines private passenger auto policy issued in Pennsylvania by Defendants were
involved in that gave rise to the ETE claims that are the subject of this litigation.
2.

“Action” means the above-captioned lawsuit, Case No. 17-784, venued in the United

States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
3.

“Claim” means a request by the Named Plaintiffs or a Settlement Class Member for

a benefit under the Settlement.
4.

“Claimant[s]” mean those Settlement Class Members who submit a timely and Valid

Claim Form.
5.

“Claim Form” means that form attached to or accompanying the Individual Notice,

pursuant to which Class Members may elect to participate in this Settlement. The Claim Form is
attached hereto as Exhibit “A.”
6.

“Claim Form Submission Date” means a date not later than forty-five (45) days after

the Final Settlement Hearing.
7.

“Claims Administrator” means the firm approved by the Court to administer all

aspects of the Settlement. The Parties agree to jointly recommend to the Court that Epiq Class
Action & Mass Tort Solutions be appointed as the Claims Administrator.
8.

“Class Counsel” means the following attorneys who represent the Named Plaintiffs

and the other Class Members:
Richard M. Ochroch, Esquire
Brett N. Benton, Esquire
Andrew R. Ochroch, Esquire
Richard M. Ochroch & Associates, P.C.
318 S. 16th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102
rochroch@ochroch-law.com
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Marc P. Weingarten, Esquire
James Barry, Esquire
Locks Law Firm
601 Market Street, Suite 720 East
170 S. Independence Mall West
Philadelphia, PA 19106
mweingarten@lockslaw.com
9.

“Class Member” means Settlement Class Member.

10. “Class Period” means the time frames set forth in the Settlement Class Definition.
11. “Class Representatives” means Kyle and Marie Stechert, the Named Plaintiffs.
12. “Court” means the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, where the Action is pending.
13. “Defendants” means Defendants THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS
PROPERTY AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY,
and additional settling parties AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY INSURANCE COMPANY,
DISCOVER PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FARMINGTON
CASUALTY COMPANY, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND
CASUALTY COMPANY, NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL FIRE AND
MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST.
PAUL MERCURY INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD,
CONNECTICUT, THE CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE
TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF
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AMERICA, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO
INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY,
TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY INSURANCE
COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL CASUALTY COMPANY,
TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION
STATE INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS
PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS PROPERTY
CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY
COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY MUTUAL, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY
INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC., and FIRST FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME
INSURANCE COMPANY.
14. “Deficient Claim Form” means a claim form that is not signed by the Claimant,
where the Claimant’s name is not legibly printed on the form, or where the questions on the
Claim Form have not all been answered, and which have not been rehabilitated as set forth in
Paragraph 43 below.
15. The “Effective Date” of this Stipulation, shall be the first date after which all the
following events and conditions have been met or occurred:
(1)

All parties have executed this Stipulation;

(2)

The Court has, by entry of the Preliminary Approval Order, preliminarily
approved this Stipulation, the Settlement set forth herein and the method for
providing notice to the Class; and

(3)

The Court has entered the Final Approval Order and Judgment, finally
approving the Settlement, and releasing the Released Persons from the
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Released Claims and dismissing with prejudice, and without leave to amend,
the Action and all claims asserted therein, and the Final Approval Order
And Judgment is fully enforceable and beyond appeal.

16. “Eligible Class Member” is a Settlement Class Member who has submitted a Valid
Claim Form, as further detailed below.
17. “ETE Coverage” means the insurance coverage provided by Defendants to
Settlement Class Members at issue in the Action.
18. “Final” means, with respect to the Final Approval Order and Judgment, that the Final
Approval Order and Judgment is entered by the Court and the time for appeal from such Final
Approval Order and Judgment has lapsed (including, without limitation, any extension of time
for the filing of any appeal that may result by operation of law or order of the Court) with no
notice of appeal having been filed, or, if an appeal is filed, the day that the Final Approval Order
and Judgment is affirmed, all appeals are dismissed, and no possible further appeals to, or
discretionary review in, any court remains.
19. “Final Approval Order and Judgment” means the Proposed Order to be entered by
the Court, substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit “B” or such other form as is
mutually agreeable to the Parties, approving this Settlement as fair, adequate, and reasonable and
in the best interests of the Settlement Class as a whole in accordance with the applicable Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure and/or other applicable law, and making such other findings and
determinations as the Court deems necessary and appropriate to effectuate the terms of this
Settlement, with the Court retaining jurisdiction over the Settlement and its administration, as set
forth in the Final Approval Order and Judgment.
20. “Final Settlement Hearing” means the hearing at which final approval of the
Settlement in this matter is sought.
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21. “Individual Notice” means the notice that the Settlement has been preliminarily
approved, in substantially the same form and with substantially the same content as Exhibit “C”
hereto, to be sent to Class Members by first-class mail.
22. “Legally Authorized Representative” means an administrator/administratrix or
executor/executrix of a deceased potential Class Member’s estate, a guardian, conservator, or
next friend of an incapacitated potential Class Member or any other legally appointed person or
entity responsible for handling the business affairs of a Class Member.
23. “Notice” means, collectively, the communications by which potential Class
Members are notified of the existence and terms of the Settlement.
24. “Notice Date” means the date upon which Individual Notice is first mailed to
Potential Class Members.
25. “Objection” means a written objection to the Proposed Settlement by any Person
who does not opt out which is received no later than thirty (30) days before the Final Settlement
Hearing.
26. “Opt Out” means any Person who sends a written communication requesting
exclusion from this Settlement, which communication is received no later than thirty (30) days
before the Final Settlement Hearing.
27. “Parties” means, collectively, the Class Representatives, on behalf of themselves and
all others similarly situated, and Defendants.
28. “Person” means any natural person, individual, corporation, association, partnership,
trust, or any other type of legal entity.
29. “Preliminary Approval Order” means the Court’s preliminary approval of this
Settlement in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “D.”
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30. “Policies” means the automobile insurance policies issued by Defendants which, at
the time of the Named Plaintiffs’ and the Class Members’ ETE claims, insured their respective
vehicles.
31. “Released Claims” means and includes any and all claims for relief or causes of
action, Unknown Claims, known claims, rights, demands, actions, suits, debts, liens, contracts,
liabilities, agreements, interest, fees, costs, expenses or losses, including but not limited to claims
based in contract or tort, common law or equity, and federal, state, or local law, statute,
ordinance, or regulation, and any other claims for relief and/or remuneration whatsoever,
including, but not limited to, all claims arising out of the Defendants’ handling or administering
of claims for ETE Coverage as requested in the Action, including without limitation claims for
bad faith; breach of any written or oral agreement or insurance contract or any similar act; claims
for declaratory or equitable relief; waiver; estoppel; any tortious injury, including any intentional
or negligent acts; agent negligence; failure to procure coverage or misconduct; punitive damages;
treble damages; statutory damages; regulatory claims; claims for violation of the Pennsylvania
consumer protection laws or any similar acts; misrepresentation; and/or any claim for attorneys’
fees and expenses; arising on or before the date hereof, which the Releasing Parties had, have,
may have in the future, or which are or could have been alleged by the Named Plaintiffs in the
Action, for themselves and on behalf of the Settlement Class, that relate in any way whatsoever
to the Action. This Settlement does not act to release claims unrelated to ETE benefits as set
forth in the Action, and shall not be considered a release of any unrelated rights and benefits
available under the Policies.
32. “Released Persons” means the Defendants and any of their business entities or
divisions, heirs, predecessors, successors, assigns, officers, stockholders, insurers, reinsurers,
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underwriters, directors, agents, employees and/or independent contractors, attorneys-in-fact,
and/or any other person or entity who could or might be subject to any liability under or through
any of the foregoing.
33. “Releasing Parties” means the Named Plaintiffs, the Settlement Class Members, their
heirs, predecessors, successors, assigns, family members, personal representatives, attorneys,
officers, stockholders, employees, executors, administrators, insurers, reinsurers, underwriters,
directors and/or past, present and future parent, subsidiary and affiliated corporations, and any
other person or entity who could or might assert any claim under or through any of the foregoing.
34. “Settlement” means the settlement contemplated by the terms, conditions, and
provisions set forth in this Stipulation, including all exhibits hereto.
35. “Settlement Class” means the Class described as follows:
All first party total loss vehicle claimants of personal lines private passenger auto
policies issued by the following Travelers entities in Pennsylvania,
Defendants THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS
PROPERTY AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY, and additional settling parties AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, DISCOVER PROPERTY & CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, FARMINGTON CASUALTY COMPANY,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FIDELITY AND
GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND
CASUALTY COMPANY, NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST.
PAUL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL
GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL MERCURY INSURANCE
COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT,
THE CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS
INDEMNITY COMPANY OF AMERICA, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL
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CASUALTY COMPANY, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION STATE INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED
STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY
MUTUAL, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS
INC., and FIRST FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE COMPANY,
with a date of loss from January 16, 2011 to the date of preliminary approval, who
were paid for 1-30 days under rental reimbursement extended transportation
expenses coverage.
Excluded from the Class are the assigned judge, the judge’s staff and
family.
36. “Settlement Class List” means the updated electronic audit (thru the date of
preliminary approval) of the class notice list to be furnished by Defendants to the Claims
Administrator in order to facilitate the propounding of the Notice to Class Members.
37. “Settlement Class Member” means any Person who is included within the
definition of the Settlement Class and that Person’s Legally Authorized Representative.
38. “Stipulation” means this Stipulation of Settlement, including all exhibits hereto.
39. “Unknown Claims” means claims arising out of facts found hereafter to be other than
or different from the facts now believed to be true, relating to any matter covered by this
Stipulation, as to any of the Released Claims.
40. “Valid Claim Form” means a timely Claim Form submitted by a Class Member who
has not requested exclusion from the Settlement (or submitted on behalf of such Class Member
by that Class Member’s Legally Authorized Representative), that is filled out on paper, or which
can also be obtained and submitted via the Settlement website established by the Claims
Administrator, that includes the Class Member’s printed name and the signature of the Class
Member or his or her Legally Authorized Representative, and that answers each of the following
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questions as “Agree” and/or “I don’t remember” and pursuant to the instructions on the Claim
Form, as set forth in Exhibit “A”:
a. Please confirm that, between January 16, 2011 and [the date of Preliminary Approval]
you insured a vehicle with Travelers:
___ Agree

___ Disagree

___

I don’t remember

b. Please confirm that your vehicle insured with Travelers was involved in an
automobile accident that resulted in your vehicle being declared a total loss:
___ Agree

___ Disagree

___

I don’t remember

c. Please confirm that, after the accident, Travelers paid for the cost of a rental vehicle
for 30 days or less.
___ Agree

___ Disagree

___

I don’t remember

A class member’s response that they “do not remember” will not disqualify them from payment.
Participation will not cause the premiums of Class Members who are still insured by Travelers to
increase. It is the intent of the parties to make all reasonable efforts to include for payment those
class members who file a claim form or who reach out to counsel or the Claims Administrator
and whose Class Member status has been confirmed by Defendant’s Settlement Class List.
Accordingly, the Claims Administrator shall make all reasonable efforts to rehabilitate
inconsistent, confusing or Deficient Claims Forms returned by class members who are listed on
Defendant’s electronic audit/Settlement Class List, as updated. See Paragraphs 43-46, below.
II.

CERTIFICATION OF SETTLEMENT CLASS
41. For settlement purposes only, the Parties stipulate and agree to certification under

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23 of the Settlement Class.
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III.

CLAIMS PROCEDURE AND PAYMENT
42. In order to receive payment under this Settlement, Class Members must submit a

Valid Claim Form postmarked or electronically submitted by a date no later than forty-five (45)
days after the Final Settlement Hearing.
43. Deficiency notices will be sent by the Claims Administrator within thirty (30) days
after receiving a Deficient, confusing or inconsistent Claim Form by the Submission Date in the
Court’s Order to Class Members listed in Defendants’ Settlement Class List, with a copy to Class
Counsel and Defendants’ undersigned counsel. Any Deficient Claim Forms shall be subject to
having the deficiencies corrected within thirty (30) days of date of the deficiency notice or within
the Claim Form Submission Date, whichever is longer. Upon proper completion and return,
such Deficient Claim Forms shall be considered Valid Claim Forms. Forms that are not timely
returned, or are returned but still contain deficiencies, will be considered invalid. The Claim
Administrator will make reasonable efforts to contact the confirmed class members in order to
rehabilitate any Deficient Claim Forms. It is the intent of the parties to make all reasonable
efforts to include for payment those class members who file a claim form or who reach out to
counsel or the Claims Administrator and whose Class Member status has been confirmed by
Defendant’s Settlement Class List. Accordingly, the Claims Administrator shall make all
reasonable efforts to contact respondents in order to rehabilitate inconsistent, confusing or
Deficient Claims Forms returned by class members who are listed on Defendant’s Settlement
Class List/electronic audit, as updated. Without limitation, an example of an inconsistent Claims
Form would be responses that directly contradict rental data in the Settlement Class List.
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44. A Claimant who submits a Valid Claim Form shall receive payment based on the
following schedule, which is based on the ranges below for the number of days for which ETE
coverage has already been paid:
Range Start
1

Range End
8

Pay
$300

9

15

$200

16

25

$75

26

30

$30

Valid Claim Forms from Class Members will be paid no later than ninety (90) days after the
period for submitting claims. The Claims Administrator shall provide to Counsel, within one
hundred twenty (120) days after the close of the Claim Form Submission Date a list, with
reasons and contact information, of those instances where Claims Administrator believes the
Deficient, confusing or inconsistent Claim Form has not been cured. If not resolved by the
undersigned counsel, all disputes will be submitted to Hon. Diane Welsh (retired) for nonappealable resolution.
45. On August 20, 2020, Defendants performed an electronic audit of first party total
loss vehicle claimants of personal lines private passenger auto policies of Defendants’ entities in
Pennsylvania with a date of loss from January 16, 2011 to August 12, 2020, who were paid for 130 days under rental reimbursement / ETE. This audit, which will be updated (infra) without
deduction from the total available amounts set forth below, indicated there are at least 17,000
Eligible Class Members, as follows:
Range Start

Range End

Pay

Number of Eligible
Class Members as
of 8/20/2020

1

8

$300

5,879
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9

15

$200

6,950

16

25

$75

3,425

26

30

$30

910

46. Every thirty (30) days, the Settlement Administrator will provide Class Counsel and
Defendants’ undersigned counsel information for uncured Deficient Claims Forms and invalid
Claims Forms with documents supporting the Settlement Administrator’s determination. Class
Counsel and Defendants shall have forty-five (45) days from such notice to reach an agreement
on the validity or deficiency determination of the Claims Administrator and if no agreement is
reached the determination shall be submitted to Hon. Diane Welsh (retired) or a referee
appointed by the Court for resolution, whose decision will be final and non-appealable.
Defendants shall have forty-five (45) days from the date a Claimant is determined, as provided in
this Paragraph, by the Court or by the Parties to be an Eligible Class Member, to send payment to
them, but in no event earlier than the time set forth in Paragraph 44.
47. The Releasing Parties fully understand and intend that, pursuant to this Agreement,
the payments set forth above (except the service award to the Class Representatives as set forth
in Paragraph 59 below) shall be the only payment any or all of them will ever receive from the
Released Parties relating in any way whatsoever to the Action and all possible ETE claims
related to and/or associated with the Action.
48. If, after all checks have been disbursed to Eligible Class Members, there are checks
that have not been cashed within ninety (90) days of the check’s date, or are returned as
undeliverable, and no deliverable address can be identified through the process set forth in this
Agreement, which includes reasonable efforts to locate, call or email the Eligible Class Member,
the Claims Administrator will stop payment on those uncashed checks, and the payment to the
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Eligible Class Member shall be deemed as having never been made. (If an Eligible Class
Member requests the Claims Administrator to reissue a check within 180 days the Claims
Administrator shall issue a replacement check with a 90 day expiration date. If the replacement
check has not been cashed by this expiration date, the Claims Administrator will stop payment
on the uncashed check, and the payment to the Eligible Class Member shall be deemed as having
never been made.) Uncashed checks will not be considered as residual funds under Rule 23(f) or
any other law or otherwise subject to the doctrine of cy pres or its equivalent. The Claims
Administrator will make reasonable efforts to contact the recipients of un-cashed or returned
checks. Substitute checks may be issued within an additional 180 day period.
49. Defendants will provide payment information to Class Counsel upon request.
IV.

CLAIMS ADMINISTRATOR.
50. The Parties agree to recommend to the Court Epiq Class Action & Mass Tort

Solutions as Claims Administrator, which will be designated as the “Claims Administrator.” The
Claims Administrator shall (i) oversee the provision of Notice to the Class; (ii) oversee
identification of addresses for any returned mail and remaining notice, (iii) process Claim Forms;
(iv) contact Settlement Class Members by mail of the Notice of Proposed Class Action
Settlement and Claim Form, and thereafter, by email, if known, whose Forms are deficient to
obtain a cured form, (v) process any cured Claim Forms, (vi) send those forms to Defendants for
payment or to counsel for the Parties if a challenge is authorized under this Agreement
(vi) forward inquiries and questions to Class Counsel; and (vii) provide a certification to the
Court regarding the administration and processing of claims and, in the event that the Claims
Administrator issues checks, the issuance of the payments to the Claimants as set forth herein.

16

51. The Claims Administrator shall be paid by Defendants for services rendered pursuant
to this Agreement. Such costs include, without limitation, the reasonable costs of notifying the
Settlement Class Members; the reasonable costs of updating the addresses and email addresses of
Settlement Class Members from the National Change of Address Data Base, and LexisNexis
AllFind, or “True Trace,” or another similar address updating provider; preparing the Individual
Notice and Claim Forms; mailing of the Individual Notice and Claim Forms; processing the
claims; and costs associated with the services of the Claims Administrator to undertake any
duties required to assist in the management of this Settlement, including, but not limited to fees
associated with the establishment of a website concerning the Settlement and providing for
online submission of claim forms. None of the Parties shall be responsible for any acts or
failures to act of the Claims Administrator. At the request of Defendants’ undersigned counsel or
Class Counsel, the Settlement Administrator shall promptly provide the status of the items in
Paragraphs 48-55.
V.

NOTICE AND ADMINISTRATION OF SETTLEMENT
52. Within forty-five (45) days of the Court entering its Order for Preliminary Approval

of the settlement, Defendants shall use their best efforts to update, gather and produce the
Settlement Class List to the Claims Administrator and Class Counsel. The Settlement Class List
shall include the information in the August 20, 2020 electronic audit as well as the Class
Member’s name, last known address, and last known email address, thru the date of the
Preliminary Approval Order.
53. No later than seventy-five (75) days after the Preliminary Approval of this

Settlement, the Claims Administrator shall send a copy of the Individual Notice and a Claim
Form (or Claim Forms if a Class Member has multiple claims), pre-printed with the Class
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Member’s name and most recent address as determined below in this Paragraph, to each Person
on the Settlement Class List. Prior to any mailing, the Claims Administrator shall update all
addresses on the Class List by running the addresses thereon through the National Change of
Address Data Base, and LexisNexis AllFind, or “True Trace,” or another similar address
updating provider. The Individual Notice will be approved as to form and content by the Court
and be in the form attached hereto as Exhibit “C” unless otherwise modified by agreement of the
Parties and approved by the Court. The mailing and emailing to the Settlement Class Members
that contains the Individual Notice will also include a copy of the Claim Form, attached hereto as
Exhibit “A.”
54. If any Individual Notice and/or Claim Form mailed to any Person on the Settlement
Class List in accordance with the procedure set forth above is returned to the Claims
Administrator as undeliverable, then the Claims Administrator shall re-send the returned
Individual Notice and/or Claim Form to the Class Member by first-class mail to any forwarding
address provided by the United States Postal Service or sent by email if the email address is
known by Defendants or otherwise reasonably available.. The Claims Administrator will
promptly log each Individual Notice and/or Claim Form that is returned as undeliverable and
provide copies of the log to Defendants and Class Counsel as requested.
55. Within twenty-one (21) days of the Preliminary Approval Order, a toll free number
and website for the Settlement administration will be established by the Claims Administrator
wherein the Individual Notice and Claim Form, Stipulation, approval papers, and any further
necessary information, will be made available to the Settlement Class by the Claims
Administrator.
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56. Neither Defendants, nor Plaintiffs, nor any of their counsel, shall be liable for any
act, or failure to act, of the Claims Administrator.
VI.

DECEASED, MINOR AND BANKRUPT CLASS MEMBERS.
57. Where a Class Member is deceased and a payment is due to that Class Member, the

Settlement Payment may be made to such Class Member’s surviving spouse or Legally
Authorized Representative if the Legally Authorized Representative is not otherwise able to cash
the initial Settlement Payment. Where a Class Member has been declared bankrupt, or is the
subject of an open and ongoing bankruptcy proceeding, and a payment is due to the Class
Member, upon receipt of proper notification and documentation submitted by the Class Member
the Settlement Payment will be made to the bankruptcy trustee, the Class Member or as
otherwise directed in accordance with applicable United States Bankruptcy Code laws.
VII.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE CLASS.
58. The Individual Notice shall list Class Counsel’s addresses, telephone numbers and e-

mail addresses. Nothing in this Stipulation shall be construed to prevent the Defendants or Class
Counsel, their employees, agents or representatives from communicating with Settlement Class
Members in the normal course of their business operations. Class counsel may make truthful
public statements regarding this Stipulation and Action , and any such statements must be
consistent with the Stipulation, the Action, public records and the public settlement
documentation. The Court’s Confidentiality Order of June 8, 2017 [ECF 11] remains in full
force and effect, subject to its terms.
VIII. ATTORNEYS’ FEES, CLASS REPRESENTATIVE FEES, AND COSTS.
59. Attorneys’ fees and costs were not negotiated or discussed until all other material
terms of the Settlement were resolved. Class Counsel will submit their fee and cost request, and
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any request for fees for the Named Plaintiffs for their service as Class Representatives, to the
Court, and Defendants agree not to oppose a fee and cost request that does not exceed
$1,210,000.00, as well as Class Representative fees for Named Plaintiffs Kyle and Marie
Stechert of $20,000.00 each. These amounts will be paid by Defendants separate and apart from
any class recovery set forth in Section III above. There will be no deduction from any payment
due any Class Member herein as a result of Defendants paying such fees and costs. Defendants
shall also pay all JAMS fees incurred by the Named Plaintiffs in settling this matter, including
reimbursement of the $5,700 JAMS deposit paid by Plaintiff’s counsel. The Named Plaintiffs
will waive and mark as satisfied the approximate $863.00 award of costs awarded by the Third
Circuit in this matter [ECF 38]. Any attorneys’ fees and costs, and any Class Representative
fees, awarded by the Court will be paid to Class Counsel and Plaintiffs, respectively, no later
than twenty (20) business days after the Effective Date. Such payment shall be made by a check
or wire issued to the Law Offices of Richard M. Ochroch & Associates, P.C. Trust Account,
unless other delivery instructions are provided to Defendants’ counsel in writing by Class
Counsel.
60. The amounts set forth in Paragraph 59 shall constitute all the sums the Defendants
shall ever pay to Class Counsel as attorneys’ fees or expenses in this matter. Defendants shall
have no responsibility for and shall have no liability whatsoever with respect to the allocation
among Class Counsel and/or any other Person who may assert a claim thereto, of any attorneys’
fees, costs, or expenses that the Court may award. Class Counsel and/or the Named
Plaintiffs/Class Representatives agree in all events that they will neither ask for nor receive or
accept any more than the maximum amount of fees and/or costs set forth in Paragraph 59 above.
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61. Any award by the Court or any appellate court of attorneys’ fees and costs, or Class
Representative fees, to be paid by Defendants in excess of the maximum award agreed upon
herein shall not be executed upon in any fashion by Class Counsel and/or the Class
Representatives.
IX.

CHANGES IN PRACTICES
62. Travelers has agreed to the following changes in its ETE claims practices:
a. Travelers has drafted a new notice regarding ETE coverage, consistent with the
language of its policies and Pennsylvania law, the language of which was agreed to
by the parties, to be provided to first party total loss vehicle claimants in
Pennsylvania, with the language attached as Exhibit “E,” to be made available to the
Court in camera.
b. Travelers will reference the above new notice(or its underlying language) in its PA
State Specifics guidelines applicable to first party total loss claims in Pennsylvania
c. Travelers has discontinued any use of the old notice (titled “Rental Reimbursement /
Loss of Use Notice”), bates-stamped KMS000168, attached hereto as Exhibit “F,”
and hereby provides a declaration confirming that all claim professionals including
Travelers vehicle appraisers in Pennsylvania were directed to delete all template
copies of the old notice, and any similar notice in either electronic or hard copy.
d. The above a – c may not apply or will be reasonably modified if Travelers changes
applicable policy language regarding ETE coverage, or if there is a material change in
Pennsylvania law.

X.

CONDITIONS OF SETTLEMENT, AND EFFECT OF DISAPPROVAL,
CANCELLATION, OR TERMINATION OF STIPULATION
63. The Named Plaintiffs, Settlement Class Members, and Defendants consent to the

entry of a Final Approval Order and Judgment in the form attached as Exhibit “B.”
64. Within fourteen (14) days after expiration of the opt-out period, Defendants may
withdraw from the settlement, at their sole discretion, if more than 5% of the class members elect
to opt out. If Defendants exercise their right of termination pursuant to this Paragraph, this
Stipulation shall be null and void.
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65. If the proposed Settlement is not executed, not finally approved, or does not become
effective, then the Parties agree: (a) the Parties shall proceed with the Action as though no
Settlement Agreement had ever been reached; and (b) neither of the Parties will cite or make
reference to the existence or contents of the Settlement Agreement with respect to any issue in
the Action, including but not limited to liability, class certification, or discovery. This Section
shall survive any termination of this Stipulation and Settlement.
66. Upon the preliminary approval of this Settlement by the Court, as evidenced by entry
of the Preliminary Approval Order, all proceedings in the Action shall be stayed until further
order of the Court, except such proceedings as may be necessary either to implement the
Settlement or to comply with or effectuate the terms of this Stipulation.
67. In the event that any of the events or conditions described above are not met or do
not occur, this entire Stipulation shall become null and void, except that the Parties shall have the
option to agree in writing to waive the event or condition and proceed with this Settlement, in
which case the Effective Date shall be deemed to have occurred on the date of said written
agreement, or a date otherwise specified in said written agreement.
XI.

OBJECTIONS AND REQUESTS FOR EXCLUSION.
68. Settlement Class Members who wish to exclude themselves from the Settlement

Class must prepare a written request for exclusion, postmarked no later than thirty (30) days
before the Final Settlement Hearing, which shall be sent to the Claims Administrator. Written
requests for exclusion must be signed and include the individual’s name, address, and telephone
number, and expressly state the desire to be excluded from the Settlement Class. Requests for
exclusion must be exercised individually by the Class Member, not as or on behalf of a group,
class, or subclass, except that such exclusion requests may be submitted by a Class Member’s
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Legally Authorized Representative. The Settlement Administrator shall promptly log each
request for exclusion it receives and provide copies of the log and requests for exclusion to
Defendants’ undersigned counsel and Class Counsel as requested.
69. Settlement Class Members who do not opt out may object to the Proposed
Settlement. Settlement Class Members who choose to object to the Settlement must file written
notices of intent to object in accordance with Paragraphs 70 and 71 below. Any Class Member
may appear at the Final Settlement Hearing, in person or by counsel, and be heard to the extent
allowed by the Court, applying applicable law, in opposition to the fairness, reasonableness and
adequacy of the Settlement, and on the application for an award of attorneys’ fees and costs. The
right to object to the Settlement must be exercised individually by an individual Class Member,
not as a member of a group or subclass and, except in the case of a deceased, minor, or
incapacitated Class Member, not by the act of another person acting or purporting to act in a
representative capacity.
70. To be effective, a notice of intent to object to the Settlement must:
a. Contain a heading that includes the name of the case and case number;
b. Provide the name, address, telephone number and signature of the Class Member
filing the objection;
c. Be filed with the Clerk of the Court not later than thirty (30) days before the Final
Settlement Hearing;
d. Be served on Class Counsel and counsel for the Defendants by first-class mail,
postmarked no later than thirty (30) days prior to the Final Settlement Hearing;
e. Contain the name, address, bar number and telephone number of the objecting Class
Member’s counsel, if represented by an attorney. If the Class Member is represented
by an attorney or law firm, he/she or it must comply with all applicable laws and rules
for filing pleadings and documents in this Court; and
f. State whether the Objector intends to appear at the Final Settlement Hearing, either in
person or through counsel.
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71. In addition to the foregoing, a notice of intent to object must contain the following
information if the Class Member or his/her or its attorney requests permission to speak at the
Final Settlement Hearing:
a. A detailed statement of the specific legal and factual basis for each and every
objection; and
b. A detailed description of any and all evidence the Objector may offer at the Final
Settlement Hearing, including photocopies of any and all exhibits which the Objector
may introduce at the Final Settlement Hearing.
72. All Objectors shall make themselves available to be deposed by any Party in the
county of the Objector’s residence within seven (7) days of service of his, her, or its timely
written objection.
73. Any Class Member who does not file a timely notice of intent to object in
accordance with this Section shall waive the right to object or to be heard at the Final Settlement
Hearing and shall be forever barred from making any objection to the Settlement. Settlement
Class Members who object to the Settlement shall remain Settlement Class Members, and have
voluntarily waived their right to pursue an independent remedy against Defendants. To the
extent any Settlement Class Member(s) objects to the Settlement, and such objection is overruled
in whole or in part, such Settlement Class Member(s) will be forever bound by the Final
Approval Order and Judgment of the Court.
XII.

REPRESENTATION OF OPT OUTS.
74. Only to the extent that it is otherwise not violative of any applicable rules governing

the practice of law, Class Counsel agree that any representation, encouragement, solicitation or
other assistance, including, but not limited to, referral to other counsel, of any Opt Out or any
other person seeking to litigate with any of the Released Persons over any of the Released
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Claims or to represent any form of opt-out class, could place Class Counsel in an untenable
conflict of interest with the Class. Accordingly, Class Counsel and their respective firms agree
(only to the extent that it is otherwise not violative of any applicable rules governing the practice
of law) not to represent, encourage, solicit or otherwise assist, in any way whatsoever (including,
but not limited to referrals to other counsel) any Opt Out or any form of opt-out class, except that
referring such person to the Notice or suggesting to any such person the option of obtaining
separate counsel, without specifically identifying options for such counsel, shall be permitted
under the terms of this provision.
75. The Parties will support and defend the Settlement and will not take any action for
the purpose of undermining the settlement, its chances of approval, or increase its chances of
disapproval.
XIII. CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT
76. The Court’s Confidentiality Order of June 8, 2017 will continue in effect pursuant to
its terms unless otherwise provided for in this Agreement.
77. Defendants and Class Counsel are authorized to use and disclose the confidential
information contemplated by the Court’s June 8, 2017 Confidentiality Order to the extent
reasonably necessary to effectuate the terms and conditions of the Agreement, while protecting
the confidentiality of the names and addresses of persons insured by Defendants.
XIV. COMMUNICATIONS ABOUT SETTLEMENT
78.

Class counsel may make truthful public statements regarding this Stipulation, and

Action and any such statements must be consistent with the Stipulation, Action, public records
and the public settlement documentation.
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XV.

DISMISSAL OF ACTION, RELEASES AND COVENANTS NOT TO SUE
79.

Upon the Court’s final approval of this Stipulation and the Settlement set forth

herein, the Final Approval Order and Judgment shall be entered providing for the dismissal of
the Action, with prejudice and without leave to amend, which includes the release of the
Released Persons by the Named Plaintiffs, the Releasing Parties and the Settlement Class
Members, and including their past, present or future agents, legal representatives, trustees,
parents, relatives, estates, heirs, executors and administrators, of all Released Claims against all
Released Persons.
80. Upon Final Approval of the Settlement, and as of the Effective Date, by operation of
the entry of the Final Approval Order and Judgment, the Releasing Parties and each Settlement
Class Member, including the Named Plaintiffs, and including their past, present or future agents,
legal representatives, trustees, parents, relatives, estates, heirs, executors and administrators,
shall be held to have fully released, waived, relinquished and discharged all the Released Persons
from all the Released Claims, to the fullest extent possible allowed by law, and shall be enjoined
from continuing, instituting or prosecuting any legal proceeding against the Released Persons
relating to the Released Claims, except that Defendants shall not be released from their
obligations to carry out the terms of this Stipulation.
XVI. DENIAL OF LIABILITY/NO PRECEDENTIAL VALUE.
81. Were it not for this Settlement, Defendants would have contested each and every
claim in the Action. Defendants maintain that they have consistently acted in accordance with
governing laws at all times. Defendants deny all the material allegations set forth in the Action.
Defendants have nonetheless concluded that it is in their best interest that the Action be settled
on the terms and conditions set forth in this Stipulation. Defendants have reached this

26

conclusion after considering the factual and legal issues in the Action, the substantial benefits of
a final resolution of the Action, the expense that would be necessary to defend the Action
through trial and any appeals that might be taken, the benefits of disposing of protracted and
complex litigation, and the desire of Defendants to conduct their business unhampered by the
distractions of continued litigation.
82. As a result of the foregoing, Defendants enter into this Stipulation without in any
way acknowledging any fault, liability, or wrongdoing of any kind. Neither this Stipulation, nor
any of its terms or provisions, nor any of the negotiations or proceedings connected with it, shall
be construed as an admission or concession by Defendants of the truth of any of the allegations
made in the Action, or of any liability, fault, or wrongdoing of any kind whatsoever on the part
of Defendants.
83. To the extent permitted by law, neither this Stipulation, nor any of its terms or
provisions, nor any of the negotiations or proceedings connected with it, shall be offered as
evidence or received in evidence in any pending or future civil, criminal, or administrative action
or proceeding, to establish any liability or admission by Defendants except in any proceedings
brought to enforce the Stipulation and except that Released Persons may file this Order in any
action that may be brought against them in order to support a defense or counterclaim based on
principles of res judicata, collateral estoppel, release, good faith settlement, judgment bar or
reduction, or any other theory of claim preclusion or issue preclusion or similar defense or
counterclaim.
84. Neither this Stipulation, nor any pleading or other paper related in any way to this
Stipulation, nor any act or communication in the course of negotiating, implementing or seeking
approval of this Stipulation, shall be deemed an admission by Defendants that certification of a
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class or subclass is appropriate in any other litigation, or otherwise shall preclude Defendants
from opposing or asserting any argument they may have with respect to certification of any
class(es) or subclass(es) in any proceeding, or shall be used as precedent in any way as to any
subsequent conduct of Defendants.
XVII. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.
85. The Parties hereto agree to defend this Stipulation against objections made to final
approval of the Settlement or in any appeal of the Final Approval Order and Judgment or
collateral attack on the Stipulation or Final Approval Order and Judgment.
86. The undersigned counsel represent that they are fully authorized to execute and enter
into the terms and conditions of this Stipulation on behalf of their respective clients.
87. Except as otherwise provided, this Stipulation contains the entire agreement between
the Parties hereto, and supersedes any prior agreements or understandings between them. All
terms of this Stipulation are contractual and not mere recitals, and shall be construed as if drafted
by all Parties hereto. The terms of this Stipulation are and shall be binding upon each of the
Parties hereto, their agents, attorneys, employees, successors and assigns, and upon all other
Persons claiming any interest in the subject matter hereof through any of the Parties hereto,
including any Settlement Class Member.
88. This Stipulation may be amended or modified only by a written instrument signed by
counsel for all Parties hereto. Amendments and modifications may be made without additional
notice to the Settlement Class Members unless such notice is required by the Court.
89. This Stipulation shall be subject to, governed by, construed, and enforced pursuant to
the laws of the State of Pennsylvania.
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90. The exhibits to this Stipulation are an integral part of the Settlement and are hereby
incorporated into and made a part of this Stipulation.
91. To the extent permitted by law, this Stipulation may be pleaded as a full and
complete defense to, and may be used as the basis for an injunction against, any action, suit or
other proceeding which may be instituted, prosecuted or attempted in breach of this Stipulation.
92. This Stipulation shall be deemed to have been executed upon the last date of
execution by all the undersigned counsel.
93. This Stipulation may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall constitute an
original.
94. The Parties will request that the Court retain continuing jurisdiction for the specific
purpose of any suit, action, proceeding or dispute arising out of or relating to this Stipulation and
the proposed Settlement embodied herein, and maintain jurisdiction over all Settlement Class
Members. Specifically, the Parties will request the Court to retain jurisdiction for purposes of:
(a) implementation, enforcement, and administration of the Settlement, including any releases in
connection therewith; (b) resolution of any disputes concerning Settlement Class membership or
entitlement to benefits under the terms of the Settlement; (c) all Parties hereto, for the purpose of
enforcing and administering the Settlement and the Action until each and every act agreed to be
performed by the Parties has been performed pursuant to this Stipulation; and (d) any other
matters related to the foregoing.
95. Titles of sections of this Stipulation are illustrative only, and are neither binding on
the Parties nor to be considered any part of the drafting history or other means of interpreting this
Stipulation.
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96. Paragraphs 1 through 95 above are material provisions of the Settlement stated
herein. In the event that any of those provisions is stricken or modified by the Court, either Party
may terminate the Settlement.
IN WITNESS HEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized, have caused this
Stipulation to be executed on the dates shown below and agree that it shall take effect on the date
it is executed by all of the undersigned.
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w / I C
Dated:

2

J. /<2 flog. i
Brooks R. Foland
Marshall Dcnnchcy Warner Coleman & Goggin,
P.C .

Dated :
Mark l,. Hanover, Admitted Pro Hao Vice
Demons US I.l,P
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Exhibit A

Claim Form
Stechert v. Travelers Class Action Settlement

Dear [NAME]:

You are receiving this claim form as part of a class action settlement overseen by the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. The records of Defendants THE TRAVELERS
HOME AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS PROPERTY
AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY, and additional settling parties
AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, DISCOVER PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE
COMPANY, FARMINGTON CASUALTY COMPANY, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND CASUALTY COMPANY,
NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL
GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL MERCURY INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, THE
CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX INSURANCE COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY
OF AMERICA, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY
COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL CASUALTY COMPANY, TRAVELERS
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION STATE INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY INSURANCE
COMPANY, UNITED STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY MUTUAL,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC., and FIRST FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME
INSURANCE COMPANY (“Settling Defendants” or “Travelers”), show that you may be eligible to receive
money from the Settlement, because you were a first party total loss vehicle claimant under a private
passenger auto policy issued by one of the Settling Defendants in Pennsylvania with a date of loss
from January 16, 2011 to [the date of preliminary approval], and were paid for 1-30 days under rental
reimbursement extended transportation expenses (“ETE”) coverage.

If you timely and correctly submit this Claim Form, you may receive a check in the amount of
$30.00, $75.00, $200.00 or $300.00 representing your settlement payment in this Class Action which
relates to your prior Auto Rental (ETE) coverage, as explained more specifically in the Notice of
Proposed Class Action Settlement you received with this Claim Form, which is also available at
www.xxxxxxx.com.
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To recover your share of the Settlement, you must answer, to the best of your knowledge, all
three questions, below. To receive payment, each of the three questions must be answered as
“Agree” or “I don’t remember”. Any combination of “Agree” or “I don’t remember” qualifies you for
payment.

Question #1 –

Please confirm that, between January 16, 2011 and [the date of Preliminary
Approval] you insured a vehicle with Travelers:

___ Agree

Question #2 –

___ I don’t remember

Please confirm that your vehicle insured with Travelers was involved in an
automobile accident that resulted in your vehicle being declared a total loss:

___ Agree

Question #3 –

___ Disagree

___ Disagree

___ I don’t remember

Please confirm that, after the accident, Travelers paid for the cost of a rental
vehicle for 30 days or less.

___ Agree

___ Disagree

___ I don’t remember

A class member’s response that they “do not remember” will not disqualify them from payment.
Payment will not result in an increase of premiums for Class Members

Are you the subject of an open and ongoing bankruptcy proceeding?
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Yes □

No □

The responses I have provided above are true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, information
and memory

Date: _____________ Signature: __________________________

Printed Name: ________________________________________

Your contact information:

Mailing address:

________________________________________

Email Address(es)

________________________________________

Phone Number(s):

________________________________________

To be valid, this form must be postmarked
or submitted on-line by

Further instructions are
on the back of this page

[DATE], 2021

Submit your form in the following manner:

Online: www. _____
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Mail:
[Claims Administrator’s address]

Questions?

Visit www.

Or call:

Richard M. Ochroch, Esquire
Richard M. Ochroch & Associates, P.C.
318 S. 16th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102
Phone: 215-735-2707

Marc P. Weingarten, Esquire
Locks Law Firm
601 Market Street, Suite 720 East
170 S. Independence Mall West
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Phone: 215-893-0100

To be valid, the Claim Form must be
postmarked or submitted online
by [DATE], 2021

If the addressee(s) of this Claim Form is/are unable to fill it out, and you have received it as you are their
spouse, child, representative, person with durable power of attorney, heir, or responsible family
member, please so note on the Form, and under your name please write in what capacity you are filling
out the form (spouse, child, representative, person with durable power of attorney, heir, etc).
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Exhibit B

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
KYLE STECHERT and
MARIE STECHERT, on behalf of themselves
and all others similarly situated,
Plaintiffs,
v.

Civil Action
No. 17-784

THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE
INSURANCE COMPANY AND
THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC.
TRAVELERS PROPERTY AND
CASUALTY COMPANIES AND TRAVELERS
INDEMNITY COMPANY,

ORDER GRANTING FINAL
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION
SETTLEMENT, AWARDING FEES
& COSTS, & DISMISSING CLAIMS

Defendants.
THIS MATTER comes before the Court for final approval of the Stipulation of
Settlement, also sometimes referred to as the Agreement, submitted on May___, 2021 by the
Motion for Order Preliminarily Approving Settlement, Approving Notice to Class Members, and
Setting Date for Settlement Fairness Hearing. The Parties have appeared through their respective
counsel.
WHEREAS, Named Plaintiffs, Kyle and Marie Stechert, on behalf of themselves and the
proposed Settlement Class, and Defendants THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS
PROPERTY AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY,
and additional settling parties AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY INSURANCE COMPANY,
DISCOVER PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FARMINGTON
CASUALTY COMPANY, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND
CASUALTY COMPANY, NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL FIRE AND

MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST.
PAUL MERCURY INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD,
CONNECTICUT, THE CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE
TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF
AMERICA, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO
INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY,
TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY INSURANCE
COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL CASUALTY COMPANY,
TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION
STATE INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS
PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS PROPERTY
CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY
COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY MUTUAL, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY
INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC., and FIRST FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME
INSURANCE COMPANY (collectively, “Defendants” or “Travelers”), have executed and filed
a Stipulation of Settlement with the Court on __________; and
WHEREAS, all capitalized terms used herein shall have the same meaning as set forth in
the Agreement and are hereby incorporated by reference; and

2

WHEREAS, the Court, on __ 2021 entered the Preliminary Approval Order,
preliminarily approving the Proposed Settlement; and
WHEREAS, Kyle Stechert and Marie Stechert were appointed the Class Representatives;
and
WHEREAS, the Court, as part of its Preliminary Approval Order, directed that a plan for
disseminating notice of the Settlement (“Notice Plan”) be implemented, and scheduled a hearing
to be held on ___, 2021 to determine whether the Proposed Settlement should be approved as
fair, reasonable and adequate; and
WHEREAS, Defendants and Class Counsel have satisfactorily indicated to the Court that
the Notice Plan was followed; and
WHEREAS, a final approval hearing was held on __, 2021 at which all interested persons
were given an opportunity to be heard, and all objections to the Settlement, if any, were duly
considered;
NOW, THEREFORE, the Court, having read and considered all submissions made in
connection with the Proposed Settlement, and having reviewed and considered the files and
records herein, finds and concludes as follows:
1.

The Complaint filed in this Action alleges generally, that, in breach of the Policies,

Defendants improperly limited the amount of time ETE coverage was provided to a period of
time less than thirty (30) days and failed to pay the Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members (as
hereinafter defined) necessary amounts for ETE.
2.

On __, 2021, the Court preliminarily certified the above-entitled matter as a

settlement Class Action, defining the Settlement Class as follows:
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All first party total loss vehicle claimants of personal lines private passenger auto
policies issued by the following Travelers entities in Pennsylvania,
Defendants THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS
PROPERTY AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY, and additional settling parties AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, DISCOVER PROPERTY & CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, FARMINGTON CASUALTY COMPANY,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FIDELITY AND
GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND
CASUALTY COMPANY, NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST.
PAUL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL
GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL MERCURY INSURANCE
COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT,
THE CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS
INDEMNITY COMPANY OF AMERICA, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL
CASUALTY COMPANY, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION STATE INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED
STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY
MUTUAL, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS
INC., and FIRST FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE COMPANY,
with a date of loss from January 16, 2011 to the date of preliminary approval, who
were paid for 1-30 days under rental reimbursement extended transportation
expenses coverage.
Excluded from the Class are the assigned judge, the judge’s staff and
family.
3.

The Court hereby re-affirms this definition for purposes of this Final Approval Order

and Judgment.
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4.

The Court certifies the Settlement Class in this Action, for settlement purposes only,

under Fed. R Civ. P. 23(a) and (b)(3), and, in so doing, finds that, for settlement purposes only,
the requirements for maintaining a class action, at the settlement stage, have been met.
5.

The Class Representatives have entered into the Agreement which has been filed

with the Court. The Agreement provides for the Settlement of this Action with Defendants on
behalf of the Class Representatives and the Settlement Class Members, subject to approval by
the Court of its terms. The Court scheduled a hearing to consider the approval of the Settlement
and directed that the Notice be disseminated in accordance with the terms of the Preliminary
Approval Order.
6.

In accordance with the terms of the Settlement and the Preliminary Approval Order,

the Parties implemented the Notice Plan approved by the Court. Defendants’ counsel and Class
Counsel have confirmed to the Court that the Parties complied with the Notice Plan.
7.

The Court hereby finds that the Notice Plan and the Notice constituted the best

notice practicable under the circumstances, and constituted valid, due and sufficient notice to
members of the Settlement Class.
8.

The Class Representatives and Defendants have applied to the Court for final

approval of the terms of the Proposed Settlement and for the entry of this Final Approval Order
and Judgment. Pursuant to the Class Notice, a hearing was held before this Court, on
_____________ 2021, to determine whether the Proposed Settlement of the Action should be
finally approved as fair, reasonable, and adequate, and whether the Final Approval Order and
Judgment approving the Settlement and dismissing all claims in the Action on the merits, with
prejudice and without leave to amend, should be entered. Plaintiff and all Class Members and
any person acting on their behalf are barred from filing, commencing, prosecuting, intervening in
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or participating in (as class members or otherwise), or receiving any benefits or other relief from
any other lawsuit, in any state or federal court, arbitration or administrative, regulatory or other
proceeding or order in any jurisdiction based on the Released Claims as defined in the parties
Settlement Agreement.
9.

The Court hereby finds that approval of the Agreement and the Settlement embodied

therein will result in substantial savings of time and money to the Court and the litigants and will
further the interests of justice.
10.

The Court hereby finds that the Settlement is the result of good faith arm’s length

negotiations by the Parties thereto.
11.

The Court hereby finds the terms of the Settlement are fair, reasonable and adequate.

NOW, THEREFORE, GOOD CAUSE APPEARING THEREFOR, IT IS ORDERED,
ADJUDGED AND DECREED AS FOLLOWS:
12.

The Court possesses jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Action, the Class

Representatives, the Settlement Class Members, Defendants, and the Released Persons.
13.

The _____ valid exclusion requests shall not be considered members of the

Settlement Class or bound by the Release in the Settlement Agreement and shall not be
considered members of the Settlement Class or bound by the Release in the Settlement
Agreement, and may not receive any benefits of the Settlement. ________. All remaining Class
Members shall be bound by this Final Approval Order and Judgment and by the Agreement and
the Settlement embodies therein.
14.

All provisions and terms of the Settlement are hereby found to be fair, reasonable

and adequate as to the Settlement Class Members and the Class Representatives, and all
provisions and terms of the Settlement are hereby finally approved in all respects.
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15.

The Parties are hereby directed to consummate the Settlement in accordance with its

terms.
16.

This Action is dismissed in its entirety, on the merits, with prejudice and without

leave to amend, and all members of the Settlement Class and their respective heirs, predecessors,
successors, assigns, family members, personal representatives, attorneys, officers, stockholders,
employees, executors, administrators, insurers, reinsurers, underwriters, directors and/or past,
present and future parent, subsidiary and affiliated corporations, and any other person or entity
who could or might assert any claim under or through any of the foregoing, shall be forever
barred and permanently enjoined from asserting, either directly or indirectly, individually, or in a
representative capacity or on behalf of or as part of a class, and whether under State or Federal
statutory or common law, any Released Claim against any Released Person.
17.

As of the Effective Date, by operation of the entry of the Final Approval Order and

Judgment, each Settlement Class Member shall be deemed to have fully released, waived,
relinquished and discharged, to the fullest extent permitted by law, all Released Claims and
Unknown Claims that the Settlement Class Members may have against all the Released Persons.1
18.

“Released Claims” means and includes any and all claims for relief or causes of

action, Unknown Claims, known claims, rights, demands, actions, suits, debts, liens, contracts,
liabilities, agreements, interest, fees, costs, expenses or losses, including but not limited to claims
based in contract or tort, common law or equity, and federal, state, or local law, statute,
ordinance, or regulation, and any other claims for relief and/or remuneration whatsoever,
including, but not limited to, all claims arising out of the Defendants’ handling or administering

1

This Order contains defined terms from the parties’ Stipulation of Settlement and Settlement Agreement,
which is hereby incorporated by reference, in its entirety. Partial quotes in this Order from that Agreement
are not intended to change any terms therein.
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of claims for ETE Coverage as requested in the Action, including without limitation claims for
bad faith; breach of any written or oral agreement or insurance contract or any similar act; claims
for declaratory or equitable relief; waiver; estoppel; any tortious injury, including any intentional
or negligent acts; agent negligence; failure to procure coverage or misconduct; punitive damages;
treble damages; statutory damages; regulatory claims; claims for violation of the Pennsylvania
consumer protection laws or any similar acts; misrepresentation; and/or any claim for attorneys’
fees and expenses; arising on or before the date hereof, which the Releasing Parties had, have,
may have in the future, or which are or could have been alleged by the Named Plaintiffs in the
Action, for themselves and on behalf of the Settlement Class, that relate in any way whatsoever
to the Action. This Settlement does not act to release Claims unrelated to ETE benefits as set
forth in the Action, and shall not be considered a release of any unrelated rights and benefits
available under the Policies.

19. “Released Persons” means the Defendants and any of their business entities or
divisions, heirs, predecessors, successors, assigns, officers, stockholders, insurers, reinsurers,
underwriters, directors, agents, employees and/or independent contractors, attorneys-in-fact,
and/or any other person or entity who could or might be subject to any liability under or through
any of the foregoing.
20.

“Unknown Claims” means claims arising out of facts found hereafter to be other

than or different from the facts now believed to be true, relating to any matter covered by this
Stipulation, as to any of the Released Claims.
21.

It is hereby determined that the Notice Plan and the Notice constituted the best notice

practicable under the circumstances to all members of the Settlement Class, and is therefore
finally approved as reasonable. Due and adequate notice of the pendency of this Action and of
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the Settlement has been provided to all the Settlement Class Members, and this Court hereby
finds that the Class Notice complied fully with the requirements of due process, the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure, and all other applicable laws.
22.

Neither this Final Approval Order and Judgment, the Agreement, nor any of its terms

or provisions, nor any of the negotiations or proceedings connected with it, shall be construed as
an admission or concession by Defendants of the truth of any of the allegations made in the
Action, or of any liability, fault, or wrongdoing of any kind whatsoever on the part of
Defendants. To the extent permitted by law, neither this Final Approval Order and Judgment,
the Agreement, nor any of its terms or provisions, nor any of the negotiations or proceedings
connected with it, shall be offered as evidence or received in evidence in any pending or future
civil, criminal, or administrative action or proceeding, to establish any liability or admission by
Defendants, except in any proceedings brought to enforce the Agreement and except that any of
the Released Persons may file this Order in any action that may be brought against them in order
to support a defense or counterclaim based on principles of res judicata, collateral estoppel,
release, good faith settlement, judgment bar or reduction, or any other theory of claim preclusion
or issue preclusion or similar defense or counterclaim. Neither this Final Approval Order and
Judgment, the Agreement, nor any pleading or other paper related in any way to this Agreement,
nor any act or communication in the course of negotiating, implementing or seeking approval of
the Agreement, shall be deemed an admission by Defendants that certification of a class or
subclass is appropriate in any other litigation, or otherwise shall preclude Defendants from
opposing or asserting any argument they may have with respect to certification of any class(es)
or subclass(es) in any proceeding, or shall be used as precedent in any way as to any subsequent
conduct of Defendants.
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23.

The Court has considered the request for Class Representative awards, and hereby

approves and awards the Class Representatives, Kyle Stechert and Marie Stechert, the amount of
$

each.
24.

The Court has considered Class Counsel’s request for an attorneys’ fees and costs

award of for the prosecution of this action, and hereby makes such an award in the amount of $

25.

The sums set forth in Paragraphs 23 and 24 above shall be paid in accordance with

the Agreement.
26.

This Final Approval Order and Judgment is a final order in the Action within the

meaning of and for the purposes of Rules 23(e), 41, and 54 of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure as to all claims among Defendants on the one hand, and the Class Representatives and
all Settlement Class Members, on the other, and there is no just reason to delay enforcement or
appeal. Without in any way affecting the finality of this Final Approval Order and Judgment,
this Court shall retain continuing jurisdiction over this Action for purposes of:
A. Enforcing this Final Approval Order and Judgment, the Agreement and the
Settlement;
B. Hearing and determining any application by any Party to the Settlement for a
settlement bar order; and
C. Any other matters related or ancillary to any of the foregoing.
IT IS SO ORDERED.
DONE IN OPEN COURT this ___ day of ________, 2021.

_____________________________
United States District Court Judge
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Exhibit C

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT
DO NOT DISCARD THIS NOTICE,
THIS SETTLEMENT AFFECTS YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS
You have received this Letter because you had an auto insurance policy in Pennsylvania
issued by Travelers Insurance Company or an affiliate and received 1-30 days of rental
coverage after sustaining a total loss to your vehicle after January 16, 2011.1
Therefore, you may be able to get a payment from this class action Settlement.


The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania authorized this
Notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. The Court in charge of the case is the
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and the case is known
as Stechert v. The Travelers Home and Marine Ins. Co., et al., Case No. 17-CV-784.

Your legal rights and options in this Settlement:
Submit a Claim Form

This is the only way to get a payment. The Claim Form is
enclosed with this Notice. Travelers’ records indicate you would
be entitled to a single payment in the amount of $30.00, $75.00,
$200.00 or $300.00 as further explained in Section 7 below. If
the Settlement is approved, you must submit a Claim Form to
receive a payment in connection with this Settlement.

Comment (including
Objections)

Write to the Court about what you think about the Settlement.

1

This Settlement involves Travelers Insurance Company and its affiliates: The Travelers Home and Marine Insurance
Company; The Travelers Companies, Inc.; Travelers Property and Casualty Company; and Travelers Indemnity
Company, and additional settling parties American Equity Specialty Insurance Company; Discover Property &
Casualty Insurance Company; Farmington Casualty Company; Fidelity and Guaranty Insurance Company; Fidelity
and Guaranty Insurance Underwriters, Inc.; Northland Casualty Company; Northland Insurance Company; St. Paul
Fire and Marine Insurance Company; St. Paul Guardian Insurance Company; St. Paul Mercury Insurance Company;
St. Paul Protective Insurance Company; The Automobile Insurance Company of Hartford, Connecticut; The Charter
Oak Fire Insurance Company; The Phoenix Insurance Company; The Standard Fire Insurance Company; The
Travelers Casualty Company; The Travelers Indemnity Company of America; The Travelers Indemnity Company of
Connecticut; Travco Insurance Company; Travelers Casualty and Surety Company; Travelers Casualty and Surety
Company of America; Travelers Casualty Company of Connecticut; Travelers Casualty Insurance Company of
America; Travelers Commercial Casualty Company; Travelers Commercial Insurance Company; Travelers
Constitution State Insurance Company; Travelers Personal Insurance Company; Travelers Personal Security Insurance
Company; Travelers Property Casualty Company of America; Travelers Property Casualty Insurance Company,
United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company; Consumers County Mutual; Fidelity and Guaranty Insurance
Underwriters, Inc., and First Floridian Auto and Home Insurance Company.

QUESTIONS? CALL 1-800-XXX-XXXX TOLL FREE, OR VISIT WWW.XXXXXXXX.COM

Go to the hearing

If you would like, you may ask to speak in Court about the
fairness of the Settlement. You do not need to do this to receive a
payment under the Settlement.

Do nothing

You will get no payment if you do not submit a Claim Form and
you will still be bound by the terms of the Settlement.

Ask to be excluded

Get out of this Settlement. Get no benefits from it. Keep your
rights.

QUESTIONS? CALL 1-800-XXX-XXXX TOLL FREE, OR VISIT WWW.XXXXXXXX.COM

WHAT THIS NOTICE CONTAINS
BASIC INFORMATION ............................................................................................................ [insert]
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why did I get this Letter?
Which companies are part of the settlement?
What is this lawsuit about?
Why is this a class action?
Why is there a Settlement?

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS—WHAT YOU GET IF YOU QUALIFY ......................[insert]
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

How do I know if I am part of the Settlement?
How much might my payment be?
How can I receive a payment?
When would I get my payment?
What am I giving up if I participate in the Settlement?

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU ..............................................................................[insert]
11. Do I have a lawyer in this case?
12. How will the lawyers be paid?
EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT....................................................[insert]
13. What do I do to be excluded?
14. If I don’t exclude myself, can I sue the Settling Defendants for the same thing later?
15. If I exclude myself, can I get a payment from this settlement?
OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT..................................................................................[insert]
16. If I want to, how can I tell the Court that I like or don’t like the Settlement?
THE COURT’S FINAL APPROVAL HEARING ..................................................................[insert]
17. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the settlement?
18. Do I have to come to the hearing?
19. May I speak at the hearing?
IF YOU DO NOTHING.............................................................................................................[insert]
20. What happens if I do nothing at all?
GETTING MORE INFORMATION .......................................................................................[insert]
21. Are there more details about the Settlement?

QUESTIONS? CALL 1-800-XXX-XXXX TOLL FREE, OR VISIT WWW.XXXXXXXX.COM

1.

Why did I get this Letter?
 You have received this letter (called a “Notice”), and the enclosed Claim Form,
because Travelers’ records show that you or a vehicle you insured with Travelers or an
affiliate was involved in a loss covered under an insurance policy issued in Pennsylvania.
The date of the loss was between January 16, 2011 and [insert preliminary approval date] and
Travelers provided rental vehicle benefits for a period of 1 to 30 days. These rental vehicle
benefits are referred to as rental reimbursement, extended transportation expense, or ETE
benefits.

2.

Which companies are part of the settlement?
 This Settlement involves Travelers Insurance Company and its affiliates: THE
TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS
COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS PROPERTY AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and
TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY, and additional settling parties AMERICAN
EQUITY SPECIALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, DISCOVER PROPERTY &
CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FARMINGTON CASUALTY COMPANY,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY
INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND CASUALTY COMPANY,
NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE
COMPANY, ST. PAUL GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL MERCURY
INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, THE
CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF AMERICA,
THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO
INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY,
TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY INSURANCE
COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL CASUALTY COMPANY,
TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS
CONSTITUTION STATE INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL
INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED STATES
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY MUTUAL,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC., and FIRST
FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE COMPANY (the “Settling Defendants”).

3.

What is this lawsuit about?

In the lawsuit, Plaintiffs claim generally, that, in breach of the Policies, Defendants
improperly limited the amount of time rental benefits, known as ETE coverage, were provided to
a period of time less than thirty (30) days and failed to pay the Plaintiffs and Settlement Class
-4QUESTIONS? CALL 1-800-XXX-XXXX TOLL FREE, OR VISIT WWW.XXXXXXXX.COM

Members necessary amounts for ETE. The Settling Defendants contend that they did nothing
wrong and contend that they paid the full and appropriate amounts for ETE coverage.
4.

Why is this a class action?

In a class action, one or more people called Class Representatives, sue on behalf of
people who have similar claims. All of these people are part of a “Class.” One court resolves
the issues for all Class Members, except for those who have previously excluded themselves
from the Class. Judge J. Curtis Joyner of the United States District Court for the Eastern District
of Pennsylvania is presiding over this class action.
5.

Why is there a Settlement?

After this matter was filed, both sides agreed to a Settlement, which, if approved, brings
the litigation to an end. That way, Plaintiffs and the Settling Defendants avoid the cost, delay,
and uncertainty of moving forward in litigation to trial and possible appeals, and the Class
Members may get payments. The Class Representatives and their attorneys think the Settlement
is best for the Class Members.
You may be eligible to receive money from this Settlement, if you are a Class Member
and you submit a valid claim form.
In addition, the Settling Defendants have agreed to change certain of its auto rental claim
practices at issue in this case, as detailed in the Settlement which may be accessed at
www.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.com.
6.

How do I know if I am part of the Settlement?
 You are a member of the Class if you are a Pennsylvania first party total loss
vehicle claimant under private passenger auto policies issued by one of the Settling
Defendants in Pennsylvania with a date of loss from January 16, 2011 to the date of
preliminary approval, who were paid for 1-30 days under auto rental reimbursement
extended transportation expenses coverage.
 You are receiving this Letter because Travelers’ records indicate you would be a
member of the Class. You need to fill out the Claim Form in order to receive payment.

7.

How much might my payment be?

Each Class Member who submits a valid claim form will receive a single payment
ranging from $30-300, depending on the number of days Defendants paid ETE to the claimant.
Payments will be determined as follows, based upon the business records of the Travelers:
Category

I
II
III

Number of Rental Days Already Paid Distribution Amount
Class Member
1-8
9-15
16-25
-5-

$300.00
$200.00
$75.00

QUESTIONS? CALL 1-800-XXX-XXXX TOLL FREE, OR VISIT WWW.XXXXXXXX.COM

per

IV

26-30

$30.00

Not everyone who receives this Notice will be eligible for payment. You can only
receive your share of the Settlement if you submit a Valid Claim Form by [insert], 2021.
8.

How can I receive a payment?

To qualify for payment, you must be an eligible Class Member (see Section __, above)
and submit a valid Claim Form. The Claim Form is enclosed with this Notice. Read the
instructions carefully and, if you wish to make a claim, fill out the form, sign it, and submit it by
mail postmarked by ______________, 2021 or submit it online by that date.
You can submit the Claim Form by email to __________. You may also fill out and
submit the Claim Form online at the www.XXXXXXXXX.com.
9.

When would I get my payment?

The Court will hold a hearing on _______________, 2021, to decide whether to approve
the Settlement. If the Court approves the Settlement, and there are no appeals, we estimate that
checks will be mailed around ___________, 2022. You will get your payment after all appeals
have been concluded and the Settlement is approved with no further appeals possible.
We will provide regular updates of the status of the Settlement to all people who submit
Claim Forms at www.XXXXXXXXX.com. Please be patient.
10.

What am I giving up if I participate in the Settlement

Unless you exclude yourself, you can’t sue, continue to sue, or be part of any other
lawsuit against the Settling Defendants about the legal issues in this case. It also means that all
of the Court’s orders will apply to you and legally bind you. If you do not exclude yourself from
the Class, you agree to “release and discharge” Settling Defendants as described in Paragraphs
__ -__ of the Settlement.
This Settlement involves ETE (auto rental) benefits only and does not affect in any way other
insurance benefits such as property damage or personal injury claims.
A complete copy of the Settlement can be obtained at www._________.com . The
Settlement specifically describes the Released Claims in full. Talk to Class Counsel (see section
on “The Lawyers Representing You”) or your own lawyer if you have questions about the
Release Claims or what they mean
11.

Do I have a lawyer in this case?

The Court has decided that the attorneys bringing this suit are qualified to represent you
and all Class Members. Together these lawyers are called “Class Counsel.” Class Counsel
appointed by the Court can be reached at:
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Richard M. Ochroch, Esquire
Brett N. Benton, Esquire
Andrew R. Ochroch, Esquire
Richard M. Ochroch & Associates, P.C.
318 S. 16th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102
rochroch@ochroch-law.com
Marc P. Weingarten, Esquire
James Barry, Esquire
Locks Law Firm
601 Market Street, Suite 720 East
170 S. Independence Mall West
Philadelphia, PA 19106
mweingarten@lockslaw.com
Your lawyers’ fees and costs will be determined by the Court and will be paid by the
Settling Defendants separate and apart from your individual recovery. You will not be charged
for these lawyers’ work in securing the Settlement benefits for you and the other Class Members.
You owe nothing if you participate in the Settlement. If you want to be represented by your own
lawyer, you may hire one at your own expense.
12.

How will the lawyers be paid?

Class Counsel will ask the Court for an award of their attorneys’ fees and expenses that
does not exceed $1,210,000.00, to be paid separate and apart from the settlement funds for class
members, as well as a payment of $20,000.00 each to the Class Representatives, Kyle Stechert
and Marie Stechert. The Court may award less than these amounts. Defendants will separately
pay the costs to administer the settlement.
13.

What do I do to be excluded?

If you exclude yourself from the Class by “opting out” you won’t get any money or
benefits from this Settlement. However, you will retain any right you currently have to make
your own claim against the Settling Defendants.
To ask to be excluded, you must send a signed letter, stating that you want to be excluded from
STECHERT v. THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE INS. CO. Be sure to include your
name and address, and sign the letter. You must mail your Exclusion Request postmarked by
_____, 2021, to: STECHERT v. THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE INS. CO., P.O.
Box 0000, ______________, 00000-0000.
14.

If I don’t exclude myself, can I sue the Settling Defendants for the same thing later?

No. Unless you exclude yourself, you give up any right to sue Settling Defendants for
the claims that this settlement resolves. If you have a pending lawsuit, speak to your lawyer in
that case immediately. You must exclude yourself from this Class to continue your own lawsuit
if it involves claims that are being released through this settlement.
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Remember, the exclusion deadline is _________________, 2021.
15.

If I exclude myself, can I get a payment from this settlement?

No. If you exclude yourself, you are not eligible for a payment under the settlement. But
you may sue, continue to sue, or be part of a different lawsuit against Settling Defendants.
16.

If I want to, how Can I tell the Court that I like or don’t like the Settlement?

If you’re a Class Member, and you do not exclude yourself, you can – but need not comment on or object to the Settlement. You can give reasons why you think the Court should
or should not approve it. The Court will consider your views. To be effective, a notice of intent
to object to the Settlement must: (a) Contain a heading that includes the name of the case and
case number; (b) Provide the name, address, telephone number and signature of the Class
Member filing the objection; (c) Be filed with the Clerk of the Court not later than thirty (30)
days before the Final Settlement Hearing; (d) Be served on Class Counsel and counsel for the
Defendants at the addresses below by first-class mail, postmarked no later than thirty (30) days
before the Final Settlement Hearing; (e) Contain the name, address, bar number and telephone
number of the objecting Class Member's counsel, if represented by an attorney. If you are
represented by an attorney, you must comply with all applicable laws and rules for filing
pleadings and documents in the Court; and state whether you intend to appear at the Final
Settlement Hearing, either in person or through counsel. In addition, if you or your attorney
request permission to speak at the Final Settlement Hearing, then your notice of intent to object
must contain a detailed statement of the specific legal and factual basis for each and every
objection; and a detailed description of any and all evidence you may offer at the Final
Settlement Hearing, including photocopies of any and all exhibits which you may introduce at
the Final Settlement Hearing.
Class Counsel:

Counsel for Settling
Defendants:

Richard M. Ochroch, Esquire
Richard M. Ochroch &
Associates, P.C.
318 S. 16th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Mark L. Hanover
Dentons US LLP
233 South Wacker Drive
Suite 5900
Chicago, IL 60606-6361

Any comments or objections which do not comply with the above or are not timely
served on both counsels listed above will not be considered by the Court.
17.

When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement?

The Court will hold a Final Settlement Hearing at ___. on ___, 2021 at the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, ___, Room ____, _____, PA ___. At this
hearing, the Court will consider whether the Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate. If there
are objections, the Court will consider them. The Court will, if the requisite notice of intent to
appear and speak is filed, listen to anyone at the hearing who asks to speak, and if objections
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were timely served, will consider them. The Court will also decide how much to pay Class
Counsel and the Class Representatives. The Final Settlement Hearing may be postponed without
further notice to the Class.
18.

Do I have to come to the hearing?

No. Counsel will answer questions the Judge may have. But you are welcome to come
at your own expense. If you send a comment (including an objection), you don’t have to come to
Court to talk about it. As long as you mail it on time, the Court will consider it. You may also
pay your own lawyer to attend, but it’s not necessary.
19.

May I speak at the hearing?

You may ask the Court for permission to speak at the Final Settlement Hearing. To do
so, you must send a letter to both lawyers listed in Section 12, above, saying that it is your
“Notice of Intention to Appear at the Final Settlement Hearing in Stechert v. The Travelers Home
and Marine Ins. Co.” You must include your name, address, telephone number, and signature.
Your Notice of Intention to Appear must be postmarked by ____________, 2021. You cannot
speak at the hearing if you previously opted out of the Class, because the case no longer affects
you.
20.

What happens if I do nothing at all?

If you do nothing, you will get no money from this Settlement. To receive a payment
you must submit a qualifying claim form by ____, 2021.

Getting More Information
21.

Are there more details about the Settlement?

This Notice summarizes the proposed Settlement. More details are in the Stipulation of
Settlement. You can view and print a copy of the Stipulation of Settlement and other
information about the lawsuit by visiting www.XXXXXXXXXXX.com, where you will find
answers to common questions about the Settlement, and other information to help you determine
whether you are a Class Member and whether you are eligible for a payment. The website will
also have instructions for filling out, and submitting, your Claim Form online or sending it in by
mail. You may also call the following toll free number for more information: 800-xxx-xxxx.
Please do not call the Court, the Court clerk’s office, or The Settling Defendants or
their lawyers to inquire about this Settlement. They will be unable to help you.
By order of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
Dated: ___________________, 2021

/s/
United States District Court Judge
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Exhibit D

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
KYLE STECHERT and
MARIE STECHERT, on behalf of themselves
and all others similarly situated,
Plaintiffs,
v.

Civil Action
No. 17-784

THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE
INSURANCE COMPANY AND
THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC.
TRAVELERS PROPERTY AND
CASUALTY COMPANIES AND TRAVELERS
INDEMNITY COMPANY,

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF
CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT &
DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF
NOTICE

Defendants.
Plaintiffs, KYLE and MARIE STECHERT, on behalf of themselves and the proposed
Settlement Class, and Defendants THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS PROPERTY AND
CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY, and additional
settling parties AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, DISCOVER
PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FARMINGTON CASUALTY
COMPANY, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FIDELITY AND
GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND CASUALTY
COMPANY, NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL FIRE AND MARINE
INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL
MERCURY INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY,
THE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, THE
CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX INSURANCE

COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF AMERICA,
THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS CASUALTY
COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY OF
AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL CASUALTY COMPANY, TRAVELERS
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION STATE
INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY, TRAVELERS
PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS PROPERTY
CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY
COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY MUTUAL, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY
INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS INC., and FIRST FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME
INSURANCE COMPANY (collectively, “Defendants” or “Travelers”), all acting by and through
their respective counsel, have agreed, subject to Court approval following sending of the Class
Notice to the Settlement Class and a hearing, to settle this Action upon the terms and conditions
in the Stipulation of Settlement, (also sometimes referred to as the “Agreement”), filed with the
Court on _______21; and
The Parties have made an application pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 23 for preliminary
approval of the Settlement of this Action, as set forth in the Agreement; and
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The Court has read and considered the Agreement and the exhibits thereto and has read
and considered all other papers filed and proceedings had herein, and is otherwise fully
informed, and with good cause appearing,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:
1.

This Preliminary Approval Order incorporates by reference the definitions in the

Stipulation of Settlement and Settlement Agreement attached to the motion for preliminary
approval.
2.

The Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Action and over all Parties

to this Action, including the Named Plaintiffs, all Settlement Class Members and Defendants.
3.

On January 16, 2017 Plaintiffs commenced this putative class action against

Defendants by filing a class-action complaint in the Court of Common Pleas for Philadelphia in
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which was assigned Case Number 170102162.
4.

Defendants removed the action to this Court on February 17, 2017 under the Class

Action Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1332.
5.

Plaintiffs’ complaint arose out of Defendants’ handling of first party Extended

Transportation Expense (“ETE”) claims for insureds under automobile policies issued in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
6.

Plaintiffs allege that Defendants failed to satisfy Policy conditions necessary to limit

ETE benefit coverage to less than 30 days and subsequently improperly denied benefits due to
insureds under said policies of insurance. Based upon those allegations, Plaintiffs asserted claims
for Breach of Contract, Bad Faith, Declaratory Judgment and Equitable Relief.
7.

Defendants deny these allegations, and have denied that they were, or are liable for

the claims asserted in Plaintiffs’ Complaint. Defendants maintain that their actions comply with
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the policies and Pennsylvania law. Defendants further contend that Plaintiffs cannot establish
the prerequisites for certification of the putative class.
8.

On January 17, 2018 Defendants filed a motion for summary judgment, which was

opposed by Plaintiffs.
9.

On May 17, 2018, this Court granted Defendants’ motion for summary judgment.

10.

On August 2, 2019 the Third Circuit reversed the order granting summary judgment

and remanded this matter for further proceedings.
11.

Plaintiffs and Defendants have engaged in substantial discovery, including written

discovery, depositions, the production of voluminous documents, and significant motion
practice.
12.

The parties have engaged in extensive, good-faith and arms-length settlement

negotiations, including two in-person mediation sessions on August 17, 2020 and October 21,
2020 with the Hon. Diane Welsh (ret.). These negotiations involved exchanges of the parties’
positions, relevant legal authorities, claims data, and other information. The parties agreed to a
settlement framework, and negotiations regarding the Settlement Agreement continued to the
date of its execution.
13.

Plaintiffs and Defendants, and their respective attorneys of record, taking into

account the risks, uncertainties, delay, and expense involved in this matter, as well as other
relevant considerations, have concluded that it is in the best interests of Plaintiffs, the potential
class, and Defendants to compromise and settle this matter fully and finally in the manner and
upon the terms and conditions set forth in the Settlement Agreement. Defendants have agreed to
provide monetary relief to members of the settlement class pursuant to the Settlement Agreement
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in exchange for the release of certain claims by Plaintiff and the settlement class members as
more fully set forth in the settlement agreement.
14.

The Settlement Agreement provides in part:
a. Settlement Class Members who submit a Valid Claim form shall
receive payment based on the following schedule which is based on
the ranges below for the number of days for which ETE coverage has
already been paid:
Range Start

Range End

Pay

1

8

$300

9

15

$200

16

25

$75

26

30

$30

b. Plaintiffs shall petition the Court to approve an award of Attorney’s
Fees and Costs separate and apart from the monies paid to the
settlement class in an amount not to exceed $1,210,000 as well as class
representative fees for the named plaintiffs not to exceed $20,000
each.
c. Defendants shall pay the costs associated with administration of the
proposed settlement as well as the mediation conducted in this matter.
d. Defendants shall further engage in changes to its practices as further
set forth in the Settlement Agreement.
15.

The Court preliminarily finds that the proposed settlement is fair, reasonable, and

adequate, was negotiated at arm’s length and was entered into by the parties in order to avoid the
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costs, uncertainty and risks of continuing litigation and the proposed class settlement reflects the
strengths and weaknesses of the claims and defenses in the case.
16.

Good cause exists for the Court to conclude that the Settlement satisfies the

prerequisites for class certification under Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(a), (b)(3) & (e).
17.

The Court certifies the following Settlement Class, for settlement purposes only:
All first party total loss vehicle claimants of personal lines private passenger auto
policies issued by the following Travelers entities in Pennsylvania,
Defendants THE TRAVELERS HOME AND MARINE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS COMPANIES, INC., TRAVELERS
PROPERTY AND CASUALTY COMPANY, and TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY, and additional settling parties AMERICAN EQUITY SPECIALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, DISCOVER PROPERTY & CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, FARMINGTON CASUALTY COMPANY,
FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE COMPANY, FIDELITY AND
GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS, INC., NORTHLAND
CASUALTY COMPANY, NORTHLAND INSURANCE COMPANY, ST.
PAUL FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL
GUARDIAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ST. PAUL MERCURY INSURANCE
COMPANY, ST. PAUL PROTECTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT,
THE CHARTER OAK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, THE PHOENIX
INSURANCE COMPANY, THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE
COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS CASUALTY COMPANY, THE TRAVELERS
INDEMNITY COMPANY OF AMERICA, THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY
COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVCO INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS
CASUALTY COMPANY OF CONNECTICUT, TRAVELERS CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL
CASUALTY COMPANY, TRAVELERS COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS CONSTITUTION STATE INSURANCE
COMPANY, TRAVELERS PERSONAL INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PERSONAL SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY COMPANY OF AMERICA,
TRAVELERS PROPERTY CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY, UNITED
STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY, CONSUMERS COUNTY
MUTUAL, FIDELITY AND GUARANTY INSURANCE UNDERWRITERS
INC., and FIRST FLORIDIAN AUTO AND HOME INSURANCE COMPANY,
with a date of loss from January 16, 2011 to the date of preliminary approval, who
were paid for 1-30 days under rental reimbursement extended transportation
expenses coverage.
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Excluded from the Class are the assigned judge, the judge’s staff and
family.
18.

For purposes of determining whether the terms of the Proposed Settlement should be

finally approved as fair, reasonable and adequate, and contingent upon the Settlement being
finally approved, Named Plaintiffs Kyle Stechert and Marie Stechert are appointed as Class
Representatives, and the following counsel are designated as counsel for the Class (“Class
Counsel”):
Richard M. Ochroch, Esquire
Brett N. Benton, Esquire
Andrew R. Ochroch, Esquire
Richard M. Ochroch & Associates, P.C.
318 S. 16th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102
Marc P. Weingarten, Esquire
James A. Barry, Esquire
Locks Law Firm
601 Market Street, Suite 720 East
170 S. Independence Mall West
Philadelphia, PA 19106
19.

Epiq Class Action & Mass Tort Solutions is hereby appointed to serve as the Claims

Administrator and shall be responsible for administering the settlement in accordance with the
terms of the Settlement Agreement.
20.

If final approval of the Proposed Settlement is not obtained, or if Final Judgment as

contemplated herein is not granted, this Order shall be vacated ab initio and the Parties shall be
restored without prejudice to their respective litigation positions prior to the date of this Order of
Preliminary Approval.
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21.

Pending final determination of whether the Proposed Settlement should be approved,

all proceedings in the Action shall be stayed until further order of the Court, except such
proceedings as may be necessary either to implement the Proposed Settlement or to comply with
or effectuate the terms of the Agreement.
22.

Within seventy-five (75) days after the entry of this Order, the Claims Administrator

shall send a copy of the Individual Notice and a Claim Form (or Claim Forms if a Class Member
has multiple claims), pre-printed with the Class Member’s name and most recent address, by
first-class mail, to each Person on the Settlement Class List. Prior to any mailing the Claims
Administrator shall update all addresses on the Settlement Class List by running the addresses
thereon through the National Change of Address Data Base and LexisNexis AllFind, or “True
Trace,” or another similar address updating provider.
23.

The Court preliminarily finds that the dissemination of the Individual Notice and

Claim Form under the terms and in the format provided for in this Order and Agreement
constitutes the best notice practicable under the circumstances, and is due and sufficient notice
for all purposes to all persons entitled to such notice, and fully satisfies the requirements of due
process, the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, including Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(c)(2)(B) and all other
applicable laws.
24.

A hearing (the “Final Settlement Hearing”) shall be held on ______________ , 2021

at ____ o’clock a.m. Courtroom _____, to determine whether the Proposed Settlement of this
Action (including the payment of attorneys’ fees and costs to Class Counsel) should be approved
as fair, reasonable, and adequate, and to determine whether final judgment approving the
Proposed Settlement and dismissing all claims asserted in this Action on the merits, with
prejudice and without leave to amend, should be entered. The Settlement Hearing may be
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postponed, adjourned or rescheduled by order of the Court without further notice to the Class
Members.
25.

Objections to the Settlement shall be heard, and any papers or briefs submitted in

support of said objections shall be considered, by the Court (unless the Court in its discretion
shall otherwise direct) only if they comply with the objection procedures set forth in the
Agreement and Notice. Specifically, members of the Class who have not previously opted out of
the Class must file a notice of intent to object to the Settlement. To be effective, a notice of
intent to object to the Settlement must: (a) contain a heading that includes the name of the case
and case number; (b) provide the name, address, telephone number and signature of the Class
Member filing the objection; (c) be filed with the Clerk of the Court not later than thirty (30)
days before the Final Settlement Hearing; (d) be served on Class Counsel and counsel for the
Defendants at the addresses below by first-class mail, postmarked no later than thirty (30) days
before the Final Settlement Hearing; (e) contain the name, address, bar number and telephone
number of the objecting Class Member’s counsel, if represented by an attorney. Class Members
represented by an attorney must comply with all applicable laws and rules for filing pleadings
and documents in the Court; and state whether they intend to appear at the Final Settlement
Hearing, either in person or through counsel, and serve the foregoing on the following counsel.
Class Counsel:

Counsel for Defendants:

Richard M. Ochroch, Esquire
Richard M. Ochroch &
Associates, P.C.
318 S. 16th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Mark L. Hanover, Esquire
Dentons US LLP
233 South Wacker Drive
Suite 5900
Chicago, IL 60606-6361
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26.

In addition to the foregoing, a notice of intent to object must contain the following

information if the Class Member or his/her attorney requests permission to speak at the Final
Settlement Hearing: (a) a detailed statement of the specific legal and factual basis for each and
every objection; and (b) a detailed description of any and all evidence the Objector may offer at
the Final Settlement Hearing, including photocopies of any and all exhibits which may be
introduced at the Final Settlement Hearing. Any individual or entity who objects must submit
themselves or itself to discovery pursuant to the Agreement, under the timelines specified
therein.
27.

Settlement Class Members who wish to exclude themselves from the Settlement

Class must prepare a written request for exclusion, postmarked no later than thirty (30) days
before the Final Settlement Hearing, which shall be sent to the Claims Administrator. Written
requests for exclusion must be signed and include the individual’s name, address, and telephone
number, and expressly state the desire to be excluded from the Settlement Class. Requests for
exclusion must be exercised individually by the Class Member, not as or on behalf of a group,
class, or subclass, except that such exclusion requests may be submitted by a Class Member’s
Legally Authorized Representative.
28.

All Class Members who do not opt out of the Class shall be bound by any Final

Approval Order and Judgment entered pursuant to the Agreement, and shall be barred and
enjoined, now and in the future, from asserting any and all of the Released Claims, as defined in
the Agreement, against the Released Persons, as defined in the Agreement, and any such Class
Member shall be conclusively deemed to have released any and all such Released Claims.
29.

To the extent that it is otherwise not violative of any applicable rules governing the

practice of law, Class Counsel agree that any representation, encouragement, solicitation or other
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assistance, including, but not limited to, referral to other counsel, of any Opt Out or any other
person seeking to litigate with any of the Released Persons over any of the Released Claims or to
represent any form of opt-out class, could place Class Counsel in an untenable conflict of interest
with the Class. Accordingly, Class Counsel and their respective firms agree (only to the extent
that it is otherwise not violative of any applicable rules governing the practice of law) not to
represent, encourage, solicit or otherwise assist, in any way whatsoever (including, but not
limited to referrals to other counsel) any Opt Out or any form of opt-out class, except that
referring such person to the Notice or suggesting to any such person the option of obtaining
separate counsel, without specifically identifying options for such counsel, shall be permitted.
30.

The Settlement fits within the parameters necessary for potential final approval, and

is therefore hereby preliminarily approved, but is not to be deemed an admission of liability or
fault by Defendants or by any other person, or a finding of the validity of any claims asserted in
the Action or of any wrongdoing or of any violation of law by Defendants. The Settlement is not
a concession and shall not be used as an admission of any fault or omission by Defendants or any
other person or entity. Neither the terms or provisions of the Stipulation of Settlement, nor any
related document, nor any of the negotiations or proceedings connected with it, shall be offered
as evidence or received in evidence in any pending or future civil, criminal, or administrative
action or proceeding, to establish any liability or admission by Defendants except in any
proceedings brought to enforce the Stipulation of Settlement, except that the Released Persons
may file this Order in any action that may be brought against any of them in order to support a
defense or counterclaim based on principles of res judicata, collateral estoppel, release, good
faith settlement, judgment bar or reduction, or any other theory of claim preclusion or issue
preclusion, or similar defense or counterclaim.
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31.

Upon motion of any party, the Court may, for good cause, extend any of the

deadlines set forth in this Order without further notice to the Class.
32.

Pending final determination as to whether the Proposed Settlement should be finally

approved, no Class Member shall commence, prosecute, pursue, or litigate any Released Claims
against any Released Person, whether directly, representatively, or in any capacity, and
regardless of whether any such Class Member has appeared in the Action.
33.

Summary of Deadlines: The preliminarily approved settlement shall be administered

according to its terms pending the Final Approval Hearing. Deadlines arising under the
Settlement Agreement and this Order include but are not limited to:
Notice Deadline: 75 days after Preliminary Approval
Motion for Final Approval: 14 days prior to Objection Deadline
Motion for Service Awards, Attorney’s Fees and Costs: 14 days prior to the
Opt-Out Deadline and Objection Deadline
Opt-Out Deadline: 30 days prior to the Final Settlement Hearing
Objection Deadline: 30 days prior to the Final Settlement Hearing
Replies in Support of Final Approval, Service Awards and Fee Requests: 14
days prior to the Final Settlement Hearing
Claim Deadline: 45 Days after the Final Settlement Hearing
Final Approval Hearing:

Based upon the above, IT IS SO ORDERED.

_____________________________
United States District Court Judge
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